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CONFIDENTIAL BAGHDAD 0278 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, UK, IZ 

SUBJECT: CONTINUED INCARCERATION OF BRITISH SUBJECT 
REF: BAGHDAD 655 (1973) 

1. GOOD EXAMPLE OF RELATIVE POWER OF MFA AND SECRET POLICE 
PROVIDED BY EXPERIENCE OF MR. ROBERT ELLIS, RETIRED BRITISH 
CITIZEN WHO HAS LIVED MOST OF HIS ADULT LIFE IN IRAQ. HE 

WAS ARRESTED IN NOVEMBER 1973 (REFTEL) AND HELD INCOMMUNI- 
CADO UNTIL APRIL 27 DESPITE REPEATED DEMARCHES BY UK INTERESTS 
SECTION. SWEDISH AMBASSADOR, AND SINCE APRIL 10 UK EMBASSY. 
MFA WAS UNABLE TO PROVIDE ANY INFO ABOUT HIS ARREST. 

2. FINALLY ON APRIL 27, UK CHARGE IAN MCCLUNEY GOT CALL 
TO SEE DG OF PROTOCOL ABDUL WADOUD SHAIKHLY IN ORDER TO 
INTERVIEW ELLIS. INTERVIEW TOOK PLACE IN PRESENCE OF 
SHAIKHLY AND UNKNOWN PERSON, PRESUMABLY FROM SECURITY 
SERVICES, NEITHER OF WHOM SAID A WORD. ELLIS WAS 
MENTALLY ALERT AND IN RELATIVELY GOOD HEALTH CONSIDER- 
ING HIS 75 YEARS. MCCLUNEY ASKED SHAIKHLY IF HE HAD ANY- 
THING TO CONVEY ABOUT ELLIS' ARREST ON UNSPECIFIED CHARGES, 
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HIS BEING HELD INCOMMUNICADO FOR SIX MONTHS, AND HIS 
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CONTINUED INCARCERATION. SHAIKHLY SAID NO. HE DID. 

HOWEVER, WALK WITH MCCLUNEY TO DOOR OF MINISTRY, IN 
UNUSUAL COURTESY WHICH MCCLUNEY INTERPRETED AS A WAY OF 
APOLOGIZING FOR MFA'S POWERLESSNESS TO EVEN ORALLY DEPLORE 
SUCH PRACTICES. 

LOWRIE 
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